
M.D., New York,64 has arrived at the following con-
clusions :

(1) The lease of life gained by the so-called medical
treatment of subclavian aneurism emphatically teaches
that its employment should precede all other methods.

(2) The lease of life following distal ligature of the
subclavian and carotid arteries, for the cure of aneu-
rism of the first two portions of the subclavian, cannot
as yet bo estimated, because of the paucity of these
cases that have an undoubted diagnosis.

(3) The lease of life following ligature of the in-
nominate alone, for subclavian aneurism, does not
justify the operation ; but ligature of the innominate,
when supplemented with simultaneous and consecutive
ligature of the associated contiguous arteries, or byother expedients equally well intended to aid the cure,
is worthy of favorable consideration.

(4) Tho lease of life gained by the pin-irritation
method of Macewen, and galvano-puncture with its
associated treatment, warrants a strong belief in the
Special benefits of these expedients when employedsingly or with ligaturing.

(To be continued.)

ReportsofSocieties
MAINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Fortieth Annual Meeting.
The sessions were hold, as for some years past, in

the Common Council Chamber, City Building, Port-
land, and were marked by an unusually large attend-
ance.

I'he Association met on Wednesday, June 8, at
10 A. m., and was called to order by the President,Du. E. M. Fuller, of Bath. Prayer was offered bythe Rev. Mr. Whitman, of the Free Street BaptistChurch.

Dr. II. M. Ilarlow, of Augusta, an ex-President of
the Association, and for many years superintendent of
the Maine Insane Hospital, was elected an honorary
member. •

Iho Treasurer's report was presented and read,
showing a gratifying increase in the cash funds over last
year.

Ors. Alfred King and A. K. P. Meserve of Port-
llu'd, and Wm. E. Baxter of Bangor, were appointed
0 'ill temporary vacancies on the Board of Censors.

Dr. George B. Swasey, of Portland, read a paper

CONGENITAL SYPHILIS.

With reference to the influence of syphilis upou
,e development of the impregnated ovum emphasisas given to tho view, that a fœtus tainted from the

ather alone, could not infect the mother ; and provided10 mother were untainted at the time of conception,ypnilis contracted by her during pregnancy could not
0 Communicated to the child. The average period

.

""g which parents are likely to transmit syphilis to
e offspring after infection was stated as ten years.
not presenting the symptoms at birth, the child
<% passes the fourth month without so doing.

u
"' ^KOI{on H. Cummings read a paper based

M«Ulcal Record, Maroll 14, 1691, p. aü5.

A CASE OP POPLITEAL ANEUItlSM,
cured by ligation of tho femoral in Hunter's canal,
after ineffectual treatment by compression.

Tho paper insisted upon the necessity of careful
preparatory treatment by dietetic and hygienic meas-
ures before any operation by ligation.

On recommendation of the Hoard of Censors, the
following active members were elected : Drs. C. P
Small, Waterville; II. A. Smith, Livermore; Chas.
Burleigh, Saco ; Geo. F. Libby, Togus ; C. H. Ridlon,
Gorham ; J. W. Bowers, Portland ; F. A. C. Emer-
son, Garland.

Reports were received from the visitors appointed
to the Maine Insaue Hospital, Medical School of
Maine, and Portland School for Medical Instruction.

The report of the Hospital Committee reiterates the
complaint that has been made for several years past,
of the overcrowded condition of the institution, neces-

sitating the use of cots in corridors and the employ-
ment) of a large additional number of night attendants,
and interfering seriously with the efficiency of the
hospital. The responsibility rests directly upon the
legislatures of tho past ten years.

Dr. H. F. Twitciiell, of Freeport, read a paper
upon

A CASH OP CHRONIC HYDROTHORAX,
treated by repeated aspiration and injection of tincture
of iodine. Fifty-seven aspirations were made within
thirty weeks, yielding 661 ounces of fluid, at no time
becoming purulent. Two ounces of tincture of iodine
were injected during a period of seventeen weeks.
The writer urged antiseptic pleurotomy with tube for
permanent drainage for similar cases.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Dr. Geo. F. Keene, Howard, R. I., and Dr. Win.
R. White, Secretary of the Rhode Island Medical
Society, were introduced, and invited to participate in
the discussions.

The President, Dr. E. M. Fuller, of Bath, then
delivered the Annual Address, his theme being
THE VANTAGE GROUND IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY

DURING A QUARTER OF A CENTURY.

The recommendation that efforts to obtain a medical
registration law bo persisted in is not likely to result
in marked activity on the part of the Association, so

long as the recollection of its experience of four years
ago remains.

Dr. Henry B. Palmer, of Phillips, read a report
of

A CASE OP LARYNGISMUS STR1DULUS,
relieved by antipyrin iu doses of one decigramme
every four hours.

Dr. B. B. Foster, of Portland, read a paper upon
URETHRAL STRICTURE, WITH SOME SUGGESTIONS

AS REGARDS TREATMENT.

The main points made prominent were a preference
for dilating urethrotomy over gradual divulsioii and
other methods of overcoming stricture, and the treat-
ment of urethral ulcérations and granular conditions
of the deep urethra by applications of nitrate of silver
in solution after dilatation, iu Btrength of from one lo
twenty grains to the ounce. Careful constitutional
treatment was regarded as a prerequisite to local
treatment of any nature.
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Du. W. L. Dana, of Portland, thought no one
method could be rigidly or even generally adhered to.
He favored a selection of methods of dilatation or

urethrotomy, according to nature and location of the
stricture.

Dr. Alfred King, of Portland, thought we were
not justified in accepting the prevalent belief that
stricture is a lesion which follows some time after the
initial inflammation. He did not doubt that of tener it
began and continued with tho inflammatory process.
He favored, in a majority of cases, gentle gradual
dilatation. If a stricture was very small, it was a good

. plan to introduce a soft bougie leaving it for a num-
ber of hours. The passage of the urine past this
would facilitate dilatation. In impermeable stricture
he thought it best to aspirate the bladder, and reduce
inflainmation before operating. Operations ought to
be rare.

Du. Geo. B. Swasey, of Portland, said he did not
share Dr. Foster's dread of rapid divulsiou by sounds.
His preference was for the divulsor which slips
down over the filiform bougie as a guide.

Dr. L. W. Pendleton, of Portland, thought no

operative procedure would be successful unless the
canal was kept dilated afterward. Ho cited a case of
a boy who had stricture due to periueal injury,

—

in
which rupture of the urethra had not been recognized,
lie believed this could have been prevented, had a

proper catheter been retained after injury.
De. E. S. Coan, of Auburn, read a paper on

TETANUS,
discussing its pathology, etiology and treatment. He
thought that free use of antispasmodics, and above all
the present methods of antiseptic technique had effectu-
ally demonstrated the falsity of the teaching of twenty
years ago, that " traumatic tetanus is not amenable to
treatment."

EVENING SESSION.

Dr. Wm. J. Mayuury, Springvale, read a paper on

THE TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA.

Alcoholic stimulation and tincture terri chloridi
internally, with frequent spraying and gargling with a
solution of bichloride of mercury (one grain to four
ounces of water) were urged as the prime factot'B in
treatment.

Dr. H. II. Hunt, of Portland, said he invariablyused the compressed-air spray, on account of its greater
force. He carried the air chamber and tubes to the
house of his patient and would not think of temporiz-
ing with the hand atomizer.

Dr. W. It. White, of Providence, called attention
to the use of the peroxide of hydrogen in ten per cent,
solution as a gargle.

Dr. S. H. Weeks, in speaking of operative treat-
ment, said intubation was preferable to tracheotomy
when it could be dont;, as it avoided shock.

Dr. E. M. Fuller, the President, called attention
to the use of the double-bulb, hard-rubber atomizer.
He found it advisable to keep the atmosphere moist
with a five per cent, mixture of eucalyptol in benzoinol.

On recommendation of the Board of Censors, Drs.
C. P. Hubbard of Lovell, John A. McDonald of
Machias, and J. T. Sanborn of Waldoboro, were
elected to active membership.

Dr. Stanley P. Warren, of Portland, read a

paper on

AXIS-TRACTION FORCEPS,
illustrated by lantern slides. Tho writer claimed
special excellence for Lusk's modification of Tarnier's
instrument, and he summed up his conclusions as fol-
ows :

Special skill and special instruments for obstetrical
emergencies. The line of draught of forceps applied
at the brim should he from before, backward. The
line of draught of tho common long forceps, being for-
ward of the centre of the birth canal, this forceps,
having its working opposed by the symphysis-pubis, is
not suitable at the inlet. The axis-traction principle
of delivery is the only one which acts in a natural
direction at the brim.

Dr. Chas. D. Smith, of Portland, preferred, when
possible, the axis-traction rods of Reynolds, as accom-

plishing the same end, and accompanied by fewer dan-
gers to the maternal tissues than the somewhat massive
blades of the Tarnier instrument. He had found them
most serviceable when applied to a long forceps
with marked pelvic curve. He thought them best
adopted to general use. The whole secret of axis-
tractiou was plainly in being able to apply the back-
ward traction directly to the head, thereby rendering
it more efficient, whatever the instrument used.

Drs. II. H. Hunt and John P. Thompson spoke
in commendation of the principle and the efficiency of
the instrument.

SECOND DAY, JUNE 9tH.

The Association met at 10.20 o'clock.
Dr. 0. A. Hauriman, of Laconia, N. IL, was in-

troduced as a delegate from the New Hampshire
Medical Society.

Dr. N. M. Marshall, of Portland, read a paper
on

appendicitis.

Accurate diagnosis is promoted by proper appreci-
ation of the anatomical relations of the appendix.
Acute persistent pain with fever and retching, with
absence of tympanitis, marked by increased pressure
over McBuruey's point, with the single linger tip, are

diagnostic signs of trouble with tho appendix. In the
early stages tumor is rarely to be detected. Surgical
aid should be invoked if no improvement is apparent
within forty-eight hours, and at least exploratory inci-
sion made.

The paper discussed the affection from the stand-
point of the general practitioner, and presented statis-
tics of ten cases, with seven deaths, two recoveries,
and one case still in doubt as to recovery. Two cases
treated surgically, both fatal. Males seven, females
three, post-mortems seven. General peritonitis, the re-
sult of rupture of abscess with gangrene of appendix,
five.

Dr. Alfred King, from experience in his own
person, regarded cacarrhal conditions of tho bowels as
a frequent cause. Favored palliative treatment by
mild salines or oil, and compression. Perforation
demands operation.

Dr. A. I). Thayer, of Portland, cited several cases
treated medically with best results.

Dr, A. K. P. Meserve took the view that in a

majority of cases, medical treatment was efficient. He
called attention to the fact that many of those cases
date from the eating of some indigestible food, which
emphasizes the view of a catarrhal origin.
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Dr. Chas. D. Smith, of Portland, read a paper on

ALI1UM1NURIA IN PREGNANCY.

Tho conclusions were :

(1) In a large proportion of cases the cause is hyper-albuminosis of the blood, and the condition has no
marked pathological significance.(2) Albuminuria from disturbed blood-pressure is
common in primípara; : in the great majority of cases
to he relieved without eclampsia.

(3) Labor, is oftenest the exciting cause of eclampsia,
by reflexly exciting the vaso-constrietors of the kid-
"ey8; the result being an amende kidney rather than
a congested one.

(4) That albuminuria, unless from some form of
" 'ight's disease, has iu itself but little significance un-
mas associated with diminution of urea and cerebral
symptoms.Ors. II. K. Thatcher of Dexter, J. F. Manning of
Ellsworth, J. B. Wescott of Bath, J. D. Phillips of
South West Harbor, C. E Lancaster of Bowdoinham,Ceo. 1\ Morgan and R. G. Blanchard of Dover, N. II.,
Wore elected to membership.Ou. S. P. Warren presented a Sims"s speculum,with tip for supporting tho buttocks.

•

The whole in-
strument being made of aluminum.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Ha. D. E. Sullivan, of Concord, was introduced
as a delegate from the New Hampshire Medical
Society,Dr. p, (j. Thayer, of Watervillo, road a papereased upon
8'X CASES OF COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE SKULL,
ad of them extensive, and all followed by recovery
u«cept one in which there had been considerable loss
of brain substance.

.
Or. Gko. W. Way, of Portland, presented a child

81x months old, showing the results of treatment of an
extensive congenital umbilical hernia, by strapping.I he Association then elected the following officers
W the ensuing year : President, Dr. Alfred Mitchell,°i Brunswick ; First Vice-President, Dr. J. L. Horr,
yestbrook; Second Vice-President, Benjamin Wil-
'ams, Rockland ; Treasurer, Dr. A. S. Thayer, Port-Ja»d ; Secretary, Dr. Charles D. Smith, Portland ; Cor-

r(iepoiidiiig Secretary, Dr. William Cammett, Portland.
"R. F. II. Gerrisii, of Portland, read a paper upon

THE REMEDIAL USES OF HYPNOTISM.

Hie author prefaced his paper by defining hypnotism,
.. 'an induced condition in which the mind is pecu-*Wy susceptible to suggestion. The patient's faith in
.

(! method is not a necessary factor in the result.
ypnotism is not a panacea. It is chiefly useful in
iictional nervous disease."

th t •' c'ting typical cases in his own practice and
°i other physicians, the conclusions were summed

th °- ',0 that the objections to its use on the ground't placed a power for evil iu the hands of tho un-°0rUpulc
cou i8 COul(1 ll0,mt)t h? tllü *aot tlmt Huc1' power
bull °"'^ ^e exei'cÍ8ed upon subjects in tho soninam-

stage; which is never reached in its use as'^mdial agent.
bo r

S l° 'l8 weakening the minds of subjects, " it should
"lid |Uüll^K,red " that hypnotism for exhibition purposesypuotisin for therapeutic purposes are very dif-

feront things. Public displays of hypnotism for show
pin-poses should be condemned; the use of hypnotic
suggestion by physicians for therapeutic purposes is
commendable and worthy of every encouragement.

Like many other valuable means which we constantly
employ, hypnotism is not dangerous if we bear in mind
that is dangerous.

The use of hypnotism should be by law restricted to
members of the medical profession and other scientific
students, reducing the danger of improper use to a
minimum. Besides the patient may be protected by
suggestion against hypnotism by anybody against his
wish.

The intentional employment of psychic means in
therapeutics is often superior to the use of grosser
agencies. If the patient may be helped through the
will, why not through the imagination.

An interesting feature of tho discussion was a de-
scription by Dr. Thomas Fillebrown of the success-
ful employment of hypnotic suggestion in dental
practice.

Dr. I. T. Dana, of Portland, said he had been con-
vinced that here was a power of great value, in proper
hands, and he had no sympathy with any sentiment of
prejudiced opposition.'

The paper elicited great interest, and obliged the
essayist to contribute further to the subject by reply-
ing to a great variety of inquiries as to the therapeutics
of hypnotism.

Papers upon " Treatment of Pneumonia," by Dr.
C. M. Cobb, of Mechanic Falls; and " Hysterectomy
without Pedicle," by Dit. S. C. Gordon, of Portland,
were presented by title, as was also the Report of tho
Necrologist, by Dr. Alfred King, of Portland.
They were referred to the Committee on Publication,
without reading.

Tho number of members deceased during the year
included but two, Drs. F. N. Wheeler, of Camden,
and J. E. L. Kimball, of Saco.

Dit. J. A. Richards, of Farmington, read a paper
entitled
A defence of the keelf.y cure for drunken-

ness.
No attempt was made at scientific argument, nor

any evidence submitted, except the recital of a num-
ber of cases whoso euros had existed for periods vary-
ing from a few weeks to ten months, and tho statements
of statistics issued by Dr. Keeley. It served only to
suggest how deeply the inhabitants of a small commun-

ity may become interested in and committed to any
new industry which promises material advantage.

Dr. F. II. Geriush, of Portland, reported
A CASE OP SUPRA-PUBIC CYSTOSTOMY,

and exhibited an appliance for permanent drainage of
urine, not unlike a tracheotomy tube.

EVENING SESSION.

This was devoted entirely to an oration by Dr. A.
II. Bukbank, of Yarmouth, upon

OUR MUTUAL RELATIONS AS MEDICAL MEN.

One of the main points insisted upon, was that medi-
cal men ought to bo obliged, at stated periods in their
professional life to show evidence of their fitness to
continue as recognized members of the medical profes-
sion. His comments upon the various topics suggested
by his subject were pungent and witty and highly en-
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tertaining. With reference to consultations he re-
marked that, he had attended consultations when
nothing could have been more appropriate or more
needed than the reading of the thirteenth chapter of
First Corinthians. Physicians need to have passed a

long stride beyond the period of regeneration towards
a more perfect sanctification in order to be able to
forget self and selfish interests in the consulting-room.

Following the oration, the members of the Associa-
tion, their ladies and visiting delegates were tendered
a reception and banquet by the resident members.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1ÛTH, CLOSING SESSION.

This was devoted to the transaction of routine
business, and the report of the Board of Censors mak-
ing assignments for the coming year.

Drs. R. E. Donnell, of South Gardiner, and G. A.
Pudor, of Portland were elected to membership.

Dr. S. J. Bassford. of Biddeford, was appointed
Orator for 1893.

After fixing the place and date of the next annual
meeting, as at Portland on the second Wednesday,
Thursday aud Friday of June, 1893, the Association
adjourned.

Recent Literature
Diseases of the Nervous System. By J. A. Ormerod,

M.D. (Oxon.), F.R.C.P.L., etc. With numerous

(66) illustrations. 12mo, pp. xiv, 343. Philadel-
phia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1892.
This little volume is offered as an introduction to

the student's work and an outline map of territory to
be acquired. As such the plan differs somewhat from
the ordinary small text-hooks. The first sixty pages
are devoted to a consideration of the anatomy and
physiology of the nervous system. This chapter is ex-

tremely well done. The fundamental facts of the
complicated subject of nervous anatomy are presented
briefly and clearly, and a few simple diagrams must
prove of much help to the beginner. The summing
up of the elementary facts of nervous physiology is
also well done, but here one serious omission must be
noted. The author commits himself distinctly to Fer-
rier's view that the gyrus fornicatus is the centre for
cutaneous sensibility, aud he takes no notice of the dif-
ferent view held by many German, Italian aud Amer-
ican observers. The second chapter dwells briefly on
the general pathology of the nervous system, and the
third and fourth chapters are devoted to the methods
of examination. Here, again, we must praise the judi-
cious selection of essential points, and the clear in-
structions given. The rest of the book is devoted to
the various diseases of the nervous system. This im-
presses us as not quite so satisfactory. The author,
however, has a just sense of proportion ; the rarest
diseases are omitted, the less frequent diseases are
touched on briefly ; but the whole is almost too con-

densed, and the student here can obtain more help
from such treatises on general medicine as those of
Osier and Striimjiell. It is, however, a good book for
the beginner. It contains much that he cannot read-
ily find elsewhere, and it is clear, concise, and in the
main accurate. It must be remembered, however, that
it is but an outline map, an index to more elaborate
works, and it is neither intended nor fit to be the solo
work to employ.
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CHOLERA.
The English medical journals of July 9th, are at

hand with further details of the epidemic of so-called
cholerine in the suburbs of Paris ; the information
emanating from French sources is meagre and not very
satisfactory. From April 5th up to July 25th, 159
deaths from a rapidly fatal diarrhoea] affection had
been reported in the neighborhood of Paris, and the
character of the disease, although attributed to tho Übe

of Seine water and manifesting itself in those quarters
where that water is supplied for consumption, is evi-
dently regarded with some suspicion across the channel.
The Lancet's special correspondent states that a muni-
cipal commission was appointed to investigate and
report upon the epidemic. An investigation was made,
which included a careful examination of the dejections
of patients, and a report, drawn up by Dr. Proust, was

rendered, but it had not been published. In other
words, it had been suppressed by order of the Prefect
of the Seine, after having been submitted to and
adopted by the Consultative Council of Hygiene at a

meeting held at the Ministry of the Interior. This, in
itself, is calculated to increase alarm and uneasiness,
especially as it is understood that a bacillus resembling
that of true cholera was found.

The position of the Paris water-supply is described as
follows: "In ordinary times 135,000 cubic metres of
water are consumed in the day; but when the temper-
ature rises to about 70° F. there is an increased con-

sumption of water equal to about 30,000 to 40,000
cubic metres more. The water-works are then obliged
to make up the difference by giving Seine wator. Nor
is it practical to purify efficaciously so great a volumo
of water. No sterilizing apparatus could deal with
such a quantity. Moreover, it is not possible to ration
the supply, for while the supply was stopped the pipes
would get filled with air, and this is attended with
many inconveniences and dangers ; and, on the other
hand, there would be no water to flush the closets.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at WEILL CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY on July 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


